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BTEC Business – New Student Day Activity 

 

The Role of the Entrepreneur  

 

Did you know? 

Did you know that there are 4.9 million Businesses in the U.K. (Department 
for Business, Innovation and Skills) 

One definition of an entrepreneur is someone who spots an opportunity and 
sets up their own business. 

One of the UKs most famous entrepreneurs is Richard Branson. He is worth over 
£4 Billion according to the Sunday Times Rich List in 2019. However, did you 
know that Richard Branson started out by setting up his own business at the age 
of 16, a Student Magazine and sold advertising space! 

So, do you think you have what it takes to become an Entrepreneur?  What do you 
think are the most important skills that an entrepreneur needs to be successful? 

 

Task 1: The Skills of the Entrepreneur. Answer the questions below.  Why not 
ask people in your household these questions, do you have a range of 
answers? 

 

 If you had £100, what would be the first thing you do? 

a. Go out on a shopping spree and blow it all in your favourite shop 

b. Put half of it in the bank and spend the rest on yourself 

c. Put it all in the bank 

When making an important decision, do you? 

1. Act impulsively on your own instinct 

2. Consult with friends and family 

3. Do research on different options 
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What do you think enterprise is? 

a. Being innovative and working hard 

b. Having lots of good skills 

c. Not being afraid to take risks and speak your mind 

 

 

Deborah Meaden 

 

The truth is there is no clear right or wrong answer to the questions, and you 
might have noticed a variety of answers from members of your household. 
However, an important trait of an  

entrepreneur is to be able to adapt to different situations and make the most of 
opportunities by thinking creatively and sometimes taking a risk! 

 

Watch this short video, advice from Deborah Meaden on how to be a 
successful entrepreneur  . 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8c9jxs/video 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8c9jxs/video
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Task 2: Power Table. Can you rate the qualities in the table below? Can you 
give them a mark out of 10. 10 = most important. 1= not very important.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Now pick 3 qualities that you think are the most important, and explain how 
these might benefit an entrepreneur   

There are lots of different skills that an entrepreneur may possess and it is 
important to make sure that you have a varied and wide skill set to use in different 
situations. 

What are the ways in which you think that you could improve your skills set? 

 

Energetic Methodical Self-
Motivating 

Reliable Inspiring 

 

 

Efficient Determined Independent Creative Patient 

 

 

Sensible Organised Knowledgeabl
e 

Observant Enthusiastic 

 

 

Ambitious Confident Good Speaker Hardworking Intelligent 

 

 

Sociable Good 
Negotiator 

Professional Assertive Flexible 

 

 


