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Film Studies – Pre-induction Activity 
Welcome to film studies!   

We hope you enjoyed the New Student Day activity. This next task allows you to 
research and find out lots of information about your favourite film director and the 
impact their work has on the industry.  

 
Section 1 -Did you know….  

The Arrival of a Train at La Ciotat Station is an early film made by the Lumiere 
brothers in 1895. It shows a train pulling into a station. The train moves directly 
towards the camera which supposedly caused panic in the audience, with people 
screaming in terror and even jumping from their seats in an attempt to escape the 
oncoming train. What is incredible, is that although this was filmed in 1895, film 
technology is so advanced now that master colourists have transformed it into 4k 
quality!  

 

 

 

 

You can access this on Youtube: 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=The+Arrival+of+a+Train+at+La
+Ciotat+Station+ 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=The+Arrival+of+a+Train+at+La+Ciotat+Station+
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=The+Arrival+of+a+Train+at+La+Ciotat+Station+
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Task: answer the following questions 

• Do you think this really happened?  

• Why might the film have caused such an extreme response? Consider the 
context.  

• Think about films you have seen. Have you ever jumped in terror or 
watched from behind the sofa? Has a film ever made you cry or made you 
laugh out loud? Give examples. 

• What is it about cinema that elicits such powerful emotional responses? 

If there are any burning questions you have on this then make a note on this and 
we will discuss this when we start class. 

Section 2 – Developing your analysis skills  

• Analyse the opening 20 minutes of a film of your choice.  
• Look closely at: The setting, the props and the costume. What information 

can you gather about the characters, their backstory and the narrative?  
• What is the genre? Who is the target audience?  
• Listen to the sound. How does it add to the experience for the viewer?  
• Who is the target audience of this film and why?  

 

Write a page of notes on anything at all you feel is significant related to the 
analysis prompts above. You may have already studied film and want to look in 
further detail at the lighting and cinematography and use film language in your 
analysis notes. In film studies, part of the process of understanding film is to be 
able to analyse in detail all aspects of a director’s decisions. Please bring your 
notes to class and we can discuss.  

Section 3 – Research  

• Research one of your favourite directors  
• Have they got a particular style?  
• Do they use the same actors/actresses over again?  
• Do they often stay in the same genre?  
• What has influenced their style?  
• What in particular do you like about their work?  
• Are they an auteur? Research this term 

 

 


